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A fter a global apocalypse, Japan 

passed into the hands of tyrannical 
kings. At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s 
twins, the blind prophet Nagi predicted, 
“This is a child of destiny, one who will 
grow to lead the people and be the light 
in the sky of our nation’s future.” But 
Tatara, the “Boy of Destiny,” was killed 
by the Red King, one of the four sons of 
King Ukon XV. Tatara’s twin sister, 

Sarasa, took up his name and his mis¬ 
sion, vowing to lead Japan to freedom 
and peace. 

Sarasa has defeated the Red King in 
Kyushu and the Blue King in Seiran, 
gaining many allies along the way. She 
has also proven herself in Okinawa to 
the south and Tohoku in the north. Her 
closest comrades now know her true 
identity, which has only inspired them 
to greater loyalty. 

During her travels, however, Sarasa 
fell in love with a young man named 
Shuri, not knowing that he was the Red 
King. On the battlefield, the two finally 
learned one another’s identities. Shuri 
attempted suicide, only to be “rescued” 
by his scheming brother Asagi, who 
sold him into slavery. Sarasa abandoned 
her army and wandered Japan in a 
semi-fugue state. She finally came to her 
senses after being reunited with her 
mother in Tohoku. 

Now Sarasa has resumed her quest 
to liberate Japan. She has found a new 
ally in Lady Purple, the wife of the 
Black King. With Lady Purple’s help, she 
brings the rebellion to Kyoto, the capital 
of Japan and the seat of King Ukon’s 
power. Meanwhile, the desert nomad 
Ageha prepares to destroy one of King 
Ukon’s top officials... 



Chigusa 

Sarasa’s mother. Captured after Tatara’s death, she was rescued by General 
Kazan, one of the Red King’s advisors. She grew to respect Kazan and 
stood as his second in his ritual suicide. Now she is the “Nightingale,” a 
mysterious figure who appears on batdefields to aid the wounded on 
both sides. 

Kikune 

One of the deadly spies known as the “Four Virtues,” Kikune grew close 
to Sarasa while on a mission in the North for the White King. She is a 
brilliant inventor, skilled at creating both whimsical toys and deadly 
weapons. 

Hayato 

Hayato first met Sarasa while both of them were posing as Tatara. He 
joined Sarasa’s forces and now sometimes impersonates Tatara to draw 
attention away from the “real” Tatara. He is a descendent of the great 
Suzaku leader Rasho. 


Nagi 

Extremely wise, Nagi is the blind prophet who declared Sarasa the “Child 
of Destiny.” Also a priest, doctor and teacher, Nagi educated the young 
Sarasa and continues to aid and advise her. 


Chacha 

A strong leader and fighter, she was once a pirate chief but is now one 
ofTatara’s generals. Captain of the rebel flagship, she has mustered 
Tatara’s forces in Sakurajima. 


Hijiri 

Learned in batto-jutsu—the art of the sword—he’s the leader of the Tengu 
Faction, a somewhat radical group of young Hongu monks in Kumano 
that has chosen to aid Sarasa. 


Nakijin 

Serious, kind and skilled in karate, he is one of Doctor Basho’s pupils 
and a longtime friend ofYuna’s. He has followed Shuri from Okinawa 
and become one of his “Council of Four.” 


Sakaki 

An up-and-coming advisor to the Red King before the coup, he toiled 
faithfully on Suo City’s aqueduct while waiting for his King’s promised 
return. He is now one of Shuri’s “Council of Four.” 




Sarasa 

When Sarasa and her twin brother Tatara 
were born, a prophecy was made: “This is 
a child of destiny...” The people of Byakko 
Village assumed Tatara was the “Boy of 
Destiny,” and Sarasa grew up in his shad¬ 
ow. When the Red King’s forces killed 
Tatara, Sarasa took up her brother’s name 
and fought in his guise, not realizing that 
she was the real Child of Destiny. Sarasa 
was horrified by the discovery that her 
lover, Shuri, was also her most hated 
enemy, the Red King. 




The Red King 

Once in charge of Midwestern Honshu, 
Shikoku, and Kyushu, he is the youngest of 
King Ukon’s four sons. Only a privileged 
few call him by his name, Shuri. As the Red 
King, he was a ruthless but effective ruler. 
After being ousted from his throne, he 
rebuilt his power under the tide “the Red 
Tiger.” Destroying the rebel leader Tatara 
was one of his obsessions, and the discov¬ 
ery that Tatara was really Sarasa devastated 
him. Asagi saved him from suicide, only to 
torture him and sell him into slavery. 



Ageha 

Capable of staying the hand of a King and arranging for 1,000 head of cattle 
on short notice, this mysterious desert nomad seems to be extremely 
informed and influential. Ageha lost his left eye when the Red King blinded 
it as payment for rescuing the 12-year-old Sarasa. Now he is “Sarasa’s” 
slightly mercenary ally. Ageha uses his owl companion, Kagero, to carry 
messages to his contacts. 



Taro 

A scribe from Kyoto, he is one of Ageha’s many contacts across Japan. He is 
writing a chronicle of the current war and believes that the age of tyrant 
kings is ending. Although he claims to be an impartial journalist and scholar, 
Sarasa has attracted his interest. 


Asagi 

Asagi is the Blue King, son of King Ukon and brother of Shuri, but for most 
of his life he posed as a bodyguard to the false Blue King. His pale skin and 
refined demeanor belie his ruthlessness and deadly skills. He is allied with 
Sarasa, but he helps the rebels only out of personal curiosity and to further 
his own goals. 
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COPPER TALE 1: PATH 









KYOTO 

BLOOD 

RAINS 




COPPER TALE 1: PATH 









■TATARA, 

I ,| did 
..III YOU 
Jl KNOW... 


"IN KYOTO 
BLOOD 
RAINS 
FROM ON 
HIGH..." 


JUST FOR 
WALKING 
I ABOUT AT/ 
| NIGHT?/ J 


THAT SONG'S 
BEEN 

CIRCULATING 
AROUND THE 
CITY. 


SARASA'S 

JOURNEY 


Takamatsu 


[5ETO INLAND SEA I 


SHIKOKU 


TINY TA/V\-TA/V\ TIME (7) 


Hello! I've -finally reached 20 volumes. j 

1 can't believe it! \ (My previous / p 

serial only went up to 8 volumes.) 4 


This wouldn't have been possibh 
without your support. 

Thank you so much! 

And it's not over yet! 




I wanted to have lots of blue on this 
cover. And yellow. 

Yellow is the color King Ukon uses. 

It's the middle of the visible spectrum! ? 




I WAS 
MEETING 
THE 

COUNCILOR 
ON OFFICIAL 



HIV! 

01 
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IS THAT 
THE 
YAR O- 
(3UMI 

AGAIN? 


WHAT'S 

THE 

MAT- 


WHY HAVE WE 
STOPPED? 


PRESUME 
, YOU ARB 
LORD 
ICHIJO... 


WHO 

GOES 

THERE? 

SHOW 

YOUR 

FACE! 


WHO 

ORDERED 

THE 

CURFEW. 






































I SHALL TAKE 
THIS AS A 
CHALLENGE TO 
THE YARO-GUMI. 


ROTTENOL' 
ICHIJOWAS 
ASSASSIN¬ 
ATED! ^ 


1 WHAT’S 
f UP? 


, SECRET 
HIDEOUT 


CITY’LL I 
BE \ 
THRILLED. 1 












§THIN6S. 


THAT 
SAME 
YAR O- 
GUMI... 


WILL 

SOON BE 
GOING 
DOOR TO 
DOOR. 


WASH¬ 

ING 

MY 

HANDS. 


THE YARO- 
GUMI WILL 
COM E 
AFTER 








WANTED 
TO TALK 
TO YOU. 


LET’S <50 
WHERE WE 
CAN HAVE 
SOME 
PEACE AND 
. OUIET. . 


SHOfrra/rs\ 

TVIROU&H 

woro. 


SHI 



HHwl °^m\ 


/ i f 1 


m ISoS ] 
































MY SISTER 
WILL TAKE 
OVER THE 
FAMILY 
BUSINESS. 


DOES 

your ] 

FAMILY I 
KNOW... I 


ABOUT 

THE 

NEWS¬ 

PAPER? 


ITS 

BETTER 

THEY 

NOT 

KNOW. 


YOU 
DON'T 
HAVE TO 
SKIMP. 


OUR 
SOAP IS 
FOR 
RICH 
FOLK. 


1 DON’T 
LET I 
THOSE 
EARS 
DE¬ 
CLARE 
YOUR 
\GUILT. 


...WHO 

KILLED 

ICHIJO. 


WANTED 
TO SAY 
SOME¬ 
THING? 






























COUNCILOR HAGIWARA 
OFTHE SOUTH 


...TO PLUNGE 
TAT APIA'S 
ARMY INTO A 
LAKE OF 
BLOOD. 


WE'LL 

BE 

READY 

FOR 

THEM. 



























HAVE A 
CUR¬ 
FEW... 


AND 

WE'RE 

NOT 

ALLOWED 
OUT OF 
THE CITY. 


Jrs so unjust. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU CAME 
TO SAY 
YOUR 

GOODBYES. 










VERTICAL TAM-TAM TIME:® 


BUT SHE J 
tOESNTMEW 



WE MAKE 
GOOD 
PICKLES. 


Pro-file on Taro: ® 


He's a 




He was born in Kyoto. We've 
recently discovered that he's the 
son of a well-established pickle 
dealer. 

He has friends all over the 
country whom he can visit at a 
moment's notice, so he travels 
constantly. 

One of my previous editors bet 
that he would be popular with 
the ladies. Maybe. He's a little 
older than fljeha. 



(In Kyoto, asking if one would like 
"green tea over rice" is a polite way of 
sayirg, "you've overslayeJ your u^lcome. ) 















KNOW 

THE 

RISKS... 


THIS IS THE WAY 
IT MUST BE. YOU 
CAN'T STOP 
YOURSELF. 


STEPPING 
k INTO THE. 


ACTION.^ 

















DO THE 
PEOPLE 
OF WIND 
LIKE 

you... 


...HAVE A 
PLACE TO 
CALL 
HOME? 


WE DON'T 
MARK OUR 
GRAVES. 


...MAKES 
ITS WAY 
BACK TO 

people. 


GOOD 

NIGHT, 

TARO. 


SO WHO 
WAS THE 
WOMAN 
WORTH 
DYING 
FOR, 
ANYWAY? 










NEVER BE 
ANOTHER 
LIKE THI5.. 































...WILL GET 
PEOPLE TO HATE 
TATAFW 


LORD 

SANJO! 










POPULACE 
IS THAT 
STUPID? 


...APE 5 
ONLY 
NUMBERS 
TO THEM. 























go if 
y ou 

MUST! 


§g;P||f 


IMMORTALIZE 
YOUR DEEDS 
FOR ALL 
POSTER! TZ! 


THE ONLY 
PATH 
PEOPLE 
CAN 
TAKE... 










-& TATAR/VS U 
J CA/V\P 15 
>4 FULL... I 


BUT IT 
LACKS 
VARIETY. 


OF 

l GOOD- I 
|NATURED 
i PEOPLE./ 


i SAY, 
U NASI. 


SOME- 
TIMES YOU 
NEED 
SOMEONE 
WHO CAN 
, PLAY THE 
VILLAIN... 


AND DO 
THE DIRTY 
WOW. 














UNDER 
THE OPEN 
SKY, 

TATARA! 


THEY'RE 
PLANNING 
TO 5PLIT 
US INTO 
TWO 
FLANKS! 


DON'T 

PURSUE 

THEM 


^ DON'T 
BREAK 
FORMATION! 


KING UKON 


TATARA'S 

FORCES 

HEADED 

EAST. 


THEY 

ADVANCED, 
GAINING 
MOMENTUM AT 
EVERY STEP. 


KYOTO 







TATARA'S 
ARMY USED 
THE FORTS 
THE RED KING 
LEFT BEHIND 
AS 

FOOTHOLDS. 


UKON'S 
ARMY 
SHIED 
FROM THE 
DESERT. 


IT WAS 
LESS 
AGGRES¬ 
SIVE. 


IT WAS 
ABLE TO 
ATTACK AT 


THANKS 
FOR 
YOUR 
. HARD 
\ WORK. 


DON'T y 


i 

GIVE THE | 

\\w S 


ENEMY \ 



TIME TO A 

msm 

taVV 

REST! M 




[»T7t 

p^ii 

r Hill 1 / 

r DON'T 1 

W IT ’ 

EASE li 

r r up yi 






























ARE you 
SAVING I 
GREW UP 
FEELING 
JEALOUS OF 
SHURI ! ? 


I HfiiTB 
THAT 
ABOUT 
YOU! 


YOU 

TALK AS IF 
YOU KNOW/ 
EVERY- ( 


..BUT CAN 
SAY ONE 
MORE 
THING?’ 


















m ■ a 


SEEMS 
LIKE A 
HARD 
WAY TO 


1 HE'S SO 
WARPED. 
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COPPER TALE 2: DANCING ON EGGS 





YOU'RE 

KIDDING 








































WE CANT 
RIDE DOWN 
THE CLIFF 
BEHIND 
THEM? 
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SHUT UP, 
REDNECK. 


I CANT 
TRUST 
YOU TOO 
MUCH' 


Y IF IT HAD 
BEEN MY 
DOING, I 
WOULDVE 
MADE SURE 
IT WAS A 
POISONOUS 
SNAKE. 


THAT'S 
NOT A 
GOOD 
THING 
DURING 
BATTLE! 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
FIGHT 
ALONGSIDE 
HIM. 


'LIKE 

IT 

OR 

‘NOT 


A THERE ARE 
7 SOME 
/ THINGS WE 
CAN’T 

\ PRETEND 
\ TO IGNORE. 










...HIJIRI 
DOSS MAKE 

some 

LEGITIMATE 

POINTS. 


...A LETTER 
FROM THE 
WHITE 







FORGOT TO 
PANDER AND 
GET ALL 
TEARY-EYED. 


FORMED 
A PLAN. 


IF WE 
KEEP^ 
FIGHTING i 
AMONG5 T- 
‘ ■ EACH i 
& OTHER... £ 


WHO’S' 
IRRI- I 
l TABLE. 









DI55E N- 
TION 15 
JU5T 
WHAT I 
WANTED. 


THEN 

WHY- 


WHY DO I 
FEEL 50 

^NNcryeo 


EJL 

figLaJHI : 4 

\ '■.* :'V^ 

E : v ' r ’ ,f ^ 

BSIvHI 

Wgm^Ww B| 

'm; , ••* \ 

5j^£j 


"• ; •-' 

▼jlljS 






PSlP 

: : - :M 

ML JMBI ■ j§ 111 


** fll 



[Mtl 

* ’if' 

L |P. 























I NEVER 
IMAGINED IT 
COULD BE 
THE LAST 
TIME... 














' THOUSAND 
LAMBS LED 
BY A SINGLE 
, LION... 


...ARE 

A STRONGER 

THAN A 
THOUSAND 
I LED LIONS... 

BY A 
LAMB." 


WHICH 
IS KING 





































WHEN I TOLD 
HIM I WAS ON 
MY WAY TO 
MEET MY 
ENEMY... 


SHURI. 


...ON MY WAY 
TO TSUYAMA... 


...HE v 
SAVE ME 
AN 

AMULET. 


...WAS ALSO 
ON HIS WAY TO 
TSUYAMA, AS 
THE RED KING. 


.1 RAN INTO 
SHURI. 







SUNSET 

AT 

TSUYAMA 

GORGE. 


THEY'RE AT AN 
OBVIOUS 
DISADVANTAGE 
ON THIS 
NARROW PATH! 


m 

TATARA LED A U 
SORTIE | 

STRAIGHT INTO " 
THE ENEMY. 

- 7 - 

fjMj 

't 

w - 

ARE 

THEY 

iBrf 

m 

INSANE? 

mM 

ip 
















WANTS TO 
SEE... ■* 


TATARA'S 
TESTING ME. 


RISK MY 
LIFE AND 
TAKE THE 
PLUNGE... 



















LORD 

TATARA 


BUT IF I 
DON'T 
GO- 


TRUST 

youR 

JUDG¬ 

MENT. 


...yOU'LL 
SURELY 
LOSE. A 


NOBOQY 

§ WOULD : 
-GAMBLE 
LIKE 
THAT. 
























II 

Went' 

■MHi 


THAT'S 
WHEN 
HIJIRI 
CLOSED IN. 





THEY 

CRUMBLED 
LIKE A 
WATER¬ 
FALL. 









































THE SECRET PLOT BY 
COUNCILOR 
HAOIWARA... 


DESTROY 

TATARA'S 

ARMY. 









LAKE BIWA 


WHAT ARE 
THEY 
BUILDIN' 
HERE? 


THE SCENE 
OF THE | 
CRIME... 

A CON¬ 
STRUCTION 


HORAI 


A FORT 
WOULDN'T BE 
VERY USEFUL. 


THERE 

MUST 

.REASON! 


I'LL HAVE 
TO GET 
AMONG 
THEM. 










KYOTO ROYAL CASTLE 


NOW I 
KNOW mi 
TROOPS 
ARE 

INCOMPE¬ 

TENT. 


AWAY 

WITH 

YOU! 


SO 

ARE 

you, 

TACHI- 

BANA. 
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WE NEEDA 
MIGHTY 
KING WHO 
CAN TAKE 
COMMAND! 


WHAT DO 
YOU DO 
EVERY 
DM? 


PLAY 

OTHELLO 
AT A 
5HIJO 


...AND HOW LORD 
HAGIWARA 15 
PLOTTING SOME 
KIND OF 
CONSPIRACY. 






















have yoir 

FORGOT- ; 


I KNEW 
YOU’D 
COME 
5EE ME 
ONE DAY. 


if you 

KNOW, 
PLEASE 
TELL ME! 











KIKUNE! 


I CANT 
WALK LIKE 


SHURI LED THE 
BLACK VOLUNTEER 
ARMY IN A PUSH TO 
FORCE THE ROYAL 
ARMY BACK FROM 
THE BORDER. 


...DUE TO 
RESIDUAL 
SNOW COVER. 


AT THE IBUKI 
MOUNTAINS, 
THEY RAN 
INTO 

TROUBLE... 


Qkvoto 


'O-lCHI IS DEFENDING' 
\ THE BORDER WITH 
^ HIS ARMY. 

















ARE YOU 
DOING 



THERE'S A 
WAV? ON! 
SHOULDN'T 
YOU BE IN 
KYOTO? 


I NEEDEDA 
LECTURE. 

I LONGED TO 
HEAR SUCH 
WORDS, YOUR 
HIGHNESS. 


FUNNY, I 
' DON’T 
REMEM¬ 
BER A 

[mm 


IDIOT. 


LADY 

AMA. 


fif HOW DID 
« YOU 
** KNOW 
WHERE I 

J $\ WAS? 


SHE’S 
ALWAYS 
WATCHING 
OVER YOU. 


YOUR 

MOTHER. 


SO WHY 
ARE 
YOU 
HERE? 
























PLEASE/ 
you MUST 
COME TO 
KYOTO WITH 
ME... 


...AS THE 
TRUE 

SUCCESSOR 
TO KINO 






IF THAT'S 
WHAT YOU 
CHOOSE, 
SO BE IT. 


...AND TRAMPLE 
AND RUIN ALL 
THE WORK OF 
CENTURIES'. 


















FROM 
THE 
SOUND 
OF IT... 


...APB AN 
IDIOT 
WHO 
WALKED 
INTO AN 
ENEMY 
CAMP! 


NEVER 
CALL ME 
BY THAT 
NAME 
AGAIN. 


...YOU'VE 
GIVEN UP ON 
KING UKON 
MORE THAN 
ANYTHING 
ELSE. 































3 IT 
STARTED 
WITH JUST 
ONE 

WOMAN... 


BUT 

OTHERS 
HAVE 
JOINED 
HER CAUSE. 







DOES 
THE 
NAME 
"KAZAN' 
RING A 





■■■ * 



























{ ;v 


.. i 

^ v- 

•: . j 




* *a 











LORD Nl JO 
WAS 
KILLED! 


THE 

GREAT 

APE 

STRUCK 

AGAIN! 


WE FOUND 
THIS IN THE 
NEWS¬ 
PAPER 
HIDEOUT. 


THE CLOVER- 
BUSH MOTIF 
IS RESERVED 
FOR YOUR 
HOUSEHOLD 
ONLY. 


COMMUNI¬ 
CATING WITH 
THE 

ASSASSIN AS 
WELL. 






HE’S BEEN 
KILLING MANY 
OF YOUR /WEN. 


Taro's Profile: (3) 


SCATTER 
SALT TO 
PURIFY 
WHERE HE 
STOOD. 


. ilJfiPMY 
PLANS. 


clothes. 


eal metroseyual. 


Vertical Tam-Tam Time 3 


^ HOW HE 

n, Inez i WANTS 
ME TO 
SNIFF 
AROUND? 


HE /WAY 
CO/WE 

AFTER YOU, \ 
TOO. 


YES, 

/WAS- f~f= 
TER. 


...IS 

| COMMUNICATING | 
WITH THE 
ENE/WY? 
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SUMMON 
TACHIBANA / 
, AT ONCE! N 


WHAT? 


WHAT'S V 
GOING 
ON? 


.WHAT?/ 


GET A NEW 
GATEKEEPER, 
TACHIBANA! 


A 906 

WOULD 
DO A 
BETTER 






















































FATHER! 


THI5 JOKE 
HAS GONE 

CAC7 

ENOUGH. 


WHAT IF THE 
MESSENGER 
STARTS TO 
TAKE YOU 

SERIOUSLY? 


SHIM 


























* * 















THE RED 
KING IS 
NOW THE 
KING OF 
JAPAN. 


TINY TAM-TAM TIME © 


Travel L°3 | 


Then the next Jay, when I 
to buy some crab at the 
it suddenly started to snou 
surprised by how -fast it 
accumulated. It was an am 
sight -for someone like me 
who grew up in the south. 
And I ate so much crab! 
Vay -for the Hokuriku regie 


I went to Kanaiawa, the capital of 
Ishikawa Prefecture. It was summer 
the last time I went, so this time I 
wanted to see Kenrokuen Gardens 
covered in snow. But then... 


IT RAINED. 




SARASA'S 

JOURNEY 


tsuvawia gorc 




























DONT DO It' 
hijiri ALWAVS 
WINS! 


r yOU WANT 
TO PLAY 
CHICKEN!’ 


NOT 

SURE 

WHAT 

IT'S 

ABOUT, 
BUT I 
CAN 
TAKE 

YOU ON. 


...LET'S SAY 
THE RED 
KING IS 
STANDING 
AT THE 
EDGE. 









145 






























...AND m 
BROTHER 
ARE BURIED. 




THIS USED 
TO BE 
BYAKKO 
VILLAGE. 


THE PLACE 
WHERE I WAS 
BORN.../V\Y 
OLD HOME. 






TATARA 
AND I 
WERE 
TWINS. 












ALL WHO 
WOULD SEE 
THE FALL 
OF THE 


j DREAMED 
OF 

DEFEATING 
, THE RED 
i KING ONE 

% day... 


JUST 

LIKE 

GRANDPA 
'TOLD ME. 


AND I 
WENT 
ON A 
JOURNEY 
TO FIND 
; FRIENDS. 










I CANT 
IMAGINE A 
WORLD... 








...THAT'S 

SARAS# 

TALKING. 


| MAKE 
I EVERy-' 
| ON E 
AwORRy. 


THEY 
TIPTOE 
AROUND 
m E. 


I FAIL AS 
TATARA. 





THIS'LL BE 
THE LAST 
TIME, I 
PROMISE. 


PROMISE 
I WONT 
CRY 

ANYMORE. 











THOUGHT. 


...THERE WOULD 
BE A DAY WHEN I 
COULD WORK 
TOGETHER WITH 
5HURI. 
















..BUT IVE 
LET IT 
GROW ^ 
OUT 
AGAIN. 


I CUT m 
HAIR TO 
LOOK LIKE 







LET US 
PLANT 
THINGS 
THAT ARE 
HARDY IN 
THE 

DESERT. 


I YOU'RE 
III SO 

PASSION- 
|l ATE, 
SARASA. 


We want 

/V\ORE 

GREEN 

AROUND 

THE 

VILLAGE. 


NAGI AN 
I ARE 
DOING 
RE¬ 
SEARCH. 


'PLANTED 









































RA\ZO? 

THAT 


SORRY 

WE'RE 

LATE, 

TATARA. 


WANTED 
TO SEE 
IZUMI 
AND /v\y 


SERVO 
f AND 
I/V\ATSI> 
MUSHI! 












WE HAIL 
FROM 
KANTO... 


WITH 

THE 

SEIRYU 

SWORD! 













KA ZUNO 
FROM 
TOHOKU, 
ALL 50,000 
, OF US... 


(see WHftf I 

HAVE TO GO 
£ THROUGH'? * 


.5HALL LEND A 
HAND TO 
TATARA’S 


BUT BY 
UNITING 
THOSE 
WHO WIELD 
THEM... 


...YOU MAY 
FORGE A 
GREAT 
POWER. 











...THE SEEDS I 
PLANTED 
HAVE TURNED 
INTO... 


DON'T 

FORGET 

SHIKOKU! 


LET US y 
FIGHT 

TOGETHER! ) 


THIS HAS 
BEEN my 
JOURNEY! 








TATARA. 


THE REAL 
CHILD OF 
DESTINY... 


REPRESEN¬ 
TATIVES 
FROM EACH 
REGION... 


HUNDREDS 
OF THOU¬ 
SANDS OF 
LIGHTS. I 


COME 
TOGETHER 
TO TALK 
THINGS 


THERE 
WAS 
SOME¬ 
THING I 
HAD TO 
TELL \ 
YOU. , ' 


...WAS 
'YOU, NOT 
YOUR 
BROTHER. 


ITS LIKE 
SEEING A 
GLIMPSE OF 
THE NEW 
COUNTRY. , 


THIS IS A 
NEW 
NATION. 















GO FORTH, 
CHILD OF 
DESTINY. 


YOU'LL 
MEAN IT 
THIS 
TIME? 


LET'S 

PLAY 

CHICKEN 

AGAIN! 


YOU'LL 
JUST FALL 


BE YOUR 
FINAL 
BATTLE. 


UNTIL WE 
- DEFEAT 
KING 
UKON...J 


UNTIL 

THIS 

x BATTLE 
IS OVER..'. 













..FOR THE 
FINAL 
BATTLE. 








BONUS: 

A BRIEF RECESS, 
PART 2 
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The Black 
King retired 
after a coup, 

Its now 

autonomous. 


That's the official storg. 

The real Black King drowned in Tenkgo lake. 


Jr Was ruled bg 
the Black King, 
the eldest son 
of King Ukon, 
but his people 

bg their 


Former domain 
of the 
Black King 






















Lady Purple, Lhe Black 
King's u>ife, has become 
the representative of the 
people. 


Kanto. 




Many soldiers opposed this and 
left for Kyoto. 


Wc WON T 
GO ON THE 


BUT WE 
WILL FIGHT 
BACK IF r 
VOU E 
ATTACK V 
US! /: 



WE'RE 
GOING TO 
BUILD A 
NATION 
THAT 
RENOUN¬ 
CES WAR! 














TESTIMONY 
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Technically, 
■they're a part 
o-f King 
Ukon's inner 
circle, bu-t 
■they hold a 
unique stance. 



Kii/Kumano 



111 The | closes! place io 
the afterlife. King Ukor 
''"'sometimes comes to 
worship at its shrines. 


A -town of q wn 

merchants, mostly LIFE! 
autonomous as in 
any age. 





...but they 

They have 

have no 

a powerful 

intention 

navy and an 

whatsoever of 

Easy-going, army of 

taking 

monks and 

aggressive 

priests... 

action. 

_ 


^ /v % r- 


I Let s go together! 


Wachi's father 
ant high priest 


They won't 
renounce Kinc 
Ukon, but 
they 're also 
mostly 
autonomous 
at heart. 





















Thevj couldn i re-fuse [ ( 

King Ukon since their 1 M / 

families were taken l < 

hostage, but they've \ r 

. ijji L \ Wlaruganne, leader ot * 

always tended to be ^^VT^amatsu /1 

rebellious. irf^TOlTi z' ) 


Him 


Shikoku 




It s composed 
of four 
districts, 
ruled by four 
governors. 


...and are 
Tatara's allies. 
It's very 


They don't have large 
ships, but their navy of 
dinghies is very mobile. 


Now they 
I are united... 


Dazaifu and 
Beppu, formerly 
strategic points 
-for the Red 
Army... 


Bepp u Kyushu 


...nou; work 
with Tatara's 
army, and also 
actively trade 
with Suo City. 


Sakurajima/Suzaku Village! 


mm 



















